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SPRING TERM 2 
EVERYONE INSPIRE, EVERYONE ASPIRE 

 

 

 

Red Nose Day 

We will be supporting Red 

Nose Day on Friday March 

15th. 

We would like the children to  

tell their friends their favourite 

jokes and they can ‘Wear 

Something Red’ for a sug-

gested donation of £1.00 

Forest School 

Thank you to our friends 

at Queens Croft High 

School for inviting our 

Year 3 pupils for some 

fantastic Forest School 

sessions. Mrs. Latimer, 

who runs the sessions , is 

always impressed with our 

pupils behaviour  and their 

enthusiasm for learning. 

Miss Burns will be taking 

the second group soon, 

she will notify parents  

with the date.  

 Dear Five Spires Families, 
 
Welcome back after our half-term break, as usual all the chil-
dren have returned to school eager to learn and start their next 
learning adventures. As I write this, we have Nursery children 
hunting for a dragon egg and Year 2 being pirates. Reception 
class have had a wonderful time on their trip to the Safari Park, 
they couldn’t have had better weather. All this is going on and 
we have only had a few days back at school. I look forward to 
seeing what Year 1 and 3 get up to next.  Look out on Twitter 
for photographs of exciting learning, we post regularly and we 
enjoy reading your comments and re-tweets. 
Thank you to everyone who attended our parent consultations 
last half-term, this is an invaluable time to talk about your 
child’s progress so far, we encourage you to bring your child to 
these meetings as they should be able to talk about their learn-
ing with you. This is something that we would like to see hap-
pening more and more, so that all children have a clear idea of 
where they are and where they need to be as learners.  
Our E-Safety Inspire Day and NSPCC workshop was very well 
attended and we had lots of very positive feedback on this, we 
all recognise how important this is and we will continue to teach 
all children about keeping themselves safe online throughout 
the year. If you have concerns about what your child is seeing 
online at home, Mrs. Motorny is always happy to discuss this 
with you.  
You may notice over the next half-term that Mrs. Downie re-
turns from her maternity leave. She will be working across the 
school, mainly in Year 2, from 18th March. We are looking for-
ward to welcoming her back to the team.  
 
Helen Bye 
Headteacher 
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Science Week 

We will be supporting British Science Week from Mon-

day 11th March. 

The theme this year is ‘journeys’, encouraging young 

people to think about the different scientific journeys 

that happen everyday and how they can discover sci-

ence through their own lives and experiences.   

The whole school will be focusing on these ideas and 

how journeys affect objects, animals or nature in their 

everyday lives, for example: how objects are made and 

where they end up; the life cycles of animals; the wa-

ter cycle . 

More information on how you can support this at 

home will come direct from your child’s class teacher.  

 

Year 1 & 3 Working Together on 
Dinosaur Research 

I-Pads and Laptops 

The children are really enjoying using the IT equipment we have in school. 

We will continue to invest in this is as the school grows. Thankyou for the 

fundraising of the PTFA which paid for the I-Pads, they are used in the class-

rooms to make movies, take photos and use Apps to support all other sub-

jects, a great addition to our resources. 
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Reading Diaries 

The most important 

homework that we 

send home every day 

is reading, particularly 

for our infant classes. 

Although teachers do 

not always make lots of 

comments in reading 

diaries as they keep 

notes on your child’s 

reading in their lesson 

plans, we do really ap-

preciate the comments 

that you make. 

It helps us build a pic-

ture of how much read-

ing is happening over 

the week and supports 

our assessments . 

If you are not sure what 

to write, it is ok just to 

sign and date the diary 

so that we know some 

reading has happened.  

You can comment on 

how fluent the reading 

is, if there was anything 

that was difficult or just 

whether the book was 

enjoyed or not.   

If you would like any 

more advice please 

talk to class teachers 

or Miss Jones who is 

now our English Co-

ordinator .  

 

 

  

Payments to School 

I would like to remind everyone that payments for music lessons, 

school dinners and Wrap Around Care must be paid promptly.  

To access the school’s breakfast and after school clubs, all accounts 

must  be kept in credit , which all parents have signed up to in the 

terms and conditions.  Text message and letter reminders are sent in-

dividually, however these are increasingly being ignored.  We are hap-

py to discuss payment plans to clear debts, as we do not want to have 

to withdraw access to childcare or  school meals.  

World Book Day 

You will have already received information about our plans 

for World Book Day on Thursday 7th March. 

Each year group has been given a selection of classic 

books so that children can choose a character from these 

to dress up as.  

World Book Day promotes a love of reading, something 

that we all wholeheartedly support.  

We look forward to seeing some fantastic creative inter-

pretations of different characters and watch out for some 

very strange looking teachers! 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that there is a competition for the children 

to design a new front cover for their favourite book. 

All entries to be given to class teachers by Friday 1st 

March, 20p per entry. 
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Contact Details                                            

Five Spires Academy 

Cherry Orchard 

Lichfield 

WS14 9AN 

 

School Phone Number: 01543 

223680 

Website:  

www.fivespiresacademy.co.uk 

Email:  

office@fivespiresacademy.co.uk 

School Uniform 

As a growing school we are looking to expand our school uniform range. As we now move to having 

more Key Stage 2 classes we would like to propose that we have a more formal uniform for our junior 

age children. This may include, shirts, ties and blazers which reflects the school’s ethos of high 

expectations and standards and creating an environment where all pupils aspire to be the best they can 

be.  We are currently looking at designs and we will share this with you as soon as they have been 

made. We will not be changing the suppliers(Clothing4Schools) as they have already gone through the 

process of securing this contract. We have fed back to the company, issues raised around last sum-

mers’ orders and they have assured us that they now have better capacity to manage online orders, 

are moving to bigger premises in Burton and they are keen to open premises in Lichfield in the future.  

We will be sending home some further information around this to seek your views with a more detailed 

breakdown of what is proposed,  including potential costs.  

 

Attendance 

 

 

I am delighted to report that our whole school attend-

ance is currently at 96.8% which is above national da-

ta, which is a great achievement. 

All class teachers are also really pleased that punctu-

ality in the mornings has improved. Our learning starts 

at 8.55am , if a child is late by 5 minutes every day the 

have missed 25 minutes of learning in a week which 

equates to 2 and a half hours in a half term, The impact 

can be significant and it is very difficult to catch that 

learning back up. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Dates For Your Diary 

 Monday 25th February—INSET 

Tuesday 26th February—All pupils to return 

Thursday 7th March—World Book Day 

Monday 11th March– Science Week 

Friday 15th March—RED NOSE DAY fundraising 

Wednesday 27th March—Year 3 Mothers Day assembly—2.30pm 

Tuesday 9th April—9.15 am Early Years Easter Bonnet Parade for parents 

Tuesday 9th April—2.00pm Easter Egg Competition for Years 1, 2 and 3 

Tuesday 9th April—3.15pm Easter Cake Sale fundraiser 

Thursday 11th April—Year 2 Residential parent meeting—3.30pm 

Friday 12th April—BREAK UP 

Monday 15th April to Friday 26h April—EASTER HOLIDAY 

SUMMER TERM 

Monday 29th April—All pupils to return to school 

Wednesday 1st May—YEAR  2 SATS PERIOD BEGINS 

Monday 6th May—BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 10th May—Sponsored Skip for British Heart Foundation 

Wednesday 22nd May—Year 1 Class Assembly for parents– 2.15pm 

Friday 24th May– BREAK UP 

Monday 27th  May to Friday 31st May– HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd June—All pupils to return, History themed week to begin 

Tuesday 4th June—Reception, Year 1, Year 2 & Year 3—Trip to Black Country Museum 

Friday 7th June—History Inspire Day—parents welcome from 2.00pm 

Monday 10th June—Year 1 Phonics Screening Test begins 
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Friday 14th June Year 2 Residential—Beaudesert 

Saturday 15th June—Year 2 Residential—Beaudesert 

Thursday 27th June—Transition Day 

Wednesday 3rd July—Year 2 Class Assembly for parents—2.15pm 

Tuesday 9th July—Early Years and Year 1 Sports Day 

Wednesday 10th July—Year 2 & 3 Sports Day 

Tuesday 16th July—Nursery Graduation—2.15pm 

Tuesday 16th July—Open Evening—3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Wednesday 17th July-Open Evening– 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Friday 19th July—Break up 

Monday 22nd July—INSET 

 

We will always let you know as far in advance as possible if we have to 

change any dates.  

 

 

Football Cards 

We are sorry that we have had to ask children not to bring in their football cards to school, unfortunate-

ly they were creating too many friendship problems that were starting to impact on the learning time in 

the classroom. 

 Back Packs 

Just a reminder that there is very little storage space within classrooms for large backpacks, particular-

ly those with lots of keyrings, toys etc. attached. Reading and homework books should be brought in 

the school book bags as these keep the books flat and damage free. We will be introducing a school 

back pack from September 2019 to help remedy this problem.  
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Staffing for 2018-19 

Teaching Staff 

Headteacher—Miss Helen Bye 

Deputy Headteacher/Inclusion Manager—Mrs. Sharon Motorny 

Nursery—Miss Yvonne Hughes 

Reception & Early Years Leader—Mrs. Amy Graham 

Year 1—Miss Sally Jones 

Year 2—Miss Alice Le Page 

Year 3—Miss Natalie Burns 

Teaching Assistants: Mrs. Sarah Taylor, Miss Samantha Chittim,  Miss Samantha Malkin, Miss Siobhan McIn-
erney, Miss Bethany Brooks 

Non-Teaching Staff 

Lunchtime Support: Miss Charlotte Jones, Miss Laura Hale, Miss Claire Murphy 

School Business Manager: Miss Karen Dixson 

Administration and Finance Assistant: Mrs. Lisa Suttle 

Premises Team 

Mr. John Shewell with Mrs. Jean Higgs and Mrs. Gill Carthy 

 

Curriculum News 

Each year group has started their new topics for the Spring term. You will re-

ceive topic plans from your class teacher, to show you in more detail, what 

the children will be learning over the coming weeks. 

Our topics this half term are: 

Nursery: Are Dragons Real? 

Reception: Why Do Zebras Have Stripes? 

Year 1: Enchanted Woodland 

Year 2: Land Ahoy! 

Year 3: Gods & Mortals 

 Our focus for our Learning Value this half term is:  

 

‘Responsibility’ 

Our learning values underpin our taught curriculum. This half term we want 

the children to take responsibility for their own learning, show independence 

and aspire to be the very best they can. 


