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SPRING TERM 1 
EVERYONE INSPIRE, EVERYONE ASPIRE 

Please can you make sure 

that the children all have suit-

able warm outdoor clothes for 

the winter weather. The chil-

dren  need a warm, water-

proof coat and if possible, 

gloves so that they are com-

fortable when playing and 

learning outside.  

PE kit 

Please make sure that 

your child has a full PE kit 

in school every day. Miss 

Le Page has sent home a 

full list of all the kit that is 

needed, if you are unsure 

of anything, please ask in 

the school office.  

School Uniform 

All school uniform should 

be labelled with your 

child’s name, it is very 

difficult to identify individu-

al items without this. 

Happy New Year to all our families, I hope you all had a peace-
ful Christmas and enjoyed some time together.  
Thank you to everyone who attended the Christmas perfor-
mances, they were all fantastic and every child was involved. 
Your feedback from the shows was very positive and the teach-
ing staff appreciate your comments and kind words. It is lovely 
to see the children grow in confidence and rise to the challenge 
of performing; public speaking and oracy is a very important life 
skill and one which we wholeheartedly support through our cur-
riculum. 
The PTFA Christmas Fair was also very well attended, a huge 
thankyou to the volunteers who organise this, if you would like 
to help out at any future event please talk to school staff or di-
rectly with the PTFA committee members. All help is welcomed 
and it will not be long before the Summer Fair is being planned, 
which is a great event to get involved with. 
As we welcome in the new year and say goodbye to all the ex-
cesses of Christmas we are all very focused on resolutions to 
be healthier. In light of this we have reviewed all the food that is 
on offer to children at Breakfast and After School Club to make 
sure that we are offering the healthiest options, in particular we 
have removed any food that does not meet the recommended 
guidelines for sugar consumption. All school dinners are also 
bound by strict food standards so we are confident that we are 
promoting a healthy approach to eating. I would ask that those 
of you sending in packed lunches also review what is being 
sent in, it can be very surprising (and shocking!) when you read 
the labels. We will be sending out more information regarding 
packed lunches so look out for this in book bags. Also, please 
remember that children can have sandwiches from the school 
kitchen, which are free for all of Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  
  
Helen Bye 
Headteacher 
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E-Safety Inspire Day: 5th February  

We are very pleased to be able to offer to all 

parents a free ‘online safety’ workshop deliv-

ered by the NSPCC.   

‘Muddled by Minecraft or rattled by Roblox? We are 
delighted to inform you that the NSPCC and O2 will 
be coming in to school to run an hour-long interactive 
workshop with tips, tools and advice on how to keep 
your child safe online. Talking about online safety 
with your child doesn’t need to be difficult –build your 
confidence to have those important conversations, 
get to know your child’s online world and learn where 
to go for help and advice.’ 

The workshop will take place at 9.00am on Tuesday 5th Feb-

ruary. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to find out 

how you can support your child. 

We will also be inviting parents into the classroom from 

2.00pm to work with your child and find out how we teach 

about E-Safety in school.  

Year 2 parents will be able to do this on a new date (tba) as 

the children will be going to Tamworth Castle on that day. 

You can still  attend the morning workshop as this is for par-

ents only. 

CENSUS DAY 

The school census 

takes place on Thurs-

day 17th January. 

School budgets are de-

termined based on at-

tendance and take up 

of school meals on this 

day. It is imperative that 

all children are in 

school for this occa-

sion. If you would like 

further information 

about this, please ask 

in the school office. 

One of our special visitors last 
term 

New Members of the Team 

I would like to welcome Mr. John Shewell to Five 

Spires, as our new caretaker.  

We also have 2 teaching students from Derby 

University, in Year 2 and 3, they are both in their 

final year of training. 
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Parent Consultations 

We look forward to 

seeing you all at the 

next Parent Consul-

tation Evenings. 

These will be held 

on: 

Tuesday 29th Janu-

ary between 3.30 pm 

and 5.30 pm 

Wednesday 30th 

January between 

3.45 pm and 6.15 pm 

Appointment letters 

will be coming out in 

book bags in the 

week beginning 14th 

January.  

The focus for these 

discussions will be 

the progress  your 

child has made since 

September.  

It is nice to bring your 

child to these meet-

ings as they can talk 

about their progress 

with you and their 

teacher and show 

you their books.  

 

 

 

 

Recent Fundraising 

Thank you to everyone who joined in our fundraising efforts last half 

term. 

 

We collected £119.34  for Save the Children  on Christmas Jumper 

Day. 

Selling Poppies for the British Legion raised £104.47. 

Our Christmas hamper raffle and refreshment sales raised £220 for the 

school which is being spent on ‘Small World’ and Science resources.  

School Closures 

As the colder weather starts I would like to remind you of 

the procedures for school closures. 

In the case of any emergency closure, including snow, we 

will always contact you all by our text messaging service 

and the school App. If you have not received a message, 

then you can assume we are open. If it is snowing heavily 

I will always try and make the decision to close with as 

much advance warning as possible. This decision is not 

made lightly and is based on a number of risk assess-

ments: 

 Can the staff get to school safely? 

 Are there enough staff to supervise the children at the 

correct ratios? 

 Is the school site safe for children and staff? 

 Is the weather forecast indicating that the conditions 

are going to worsen throughout the day? 
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Contact Details                                            

Five Spires Academy 

Cherry Orchard 

Lichfield 

WS14 9AN 

 

School Phone Number: 01543 

223680 

Website:  

www.fivespiresacademy.co.uk 

Email:  

office@fivespiresacademy.co.uk 

READING BOOKS 

Just a reminder to explain how we  teach reading in the school: 

 All children in Reception and Year 1 read daily with the teacher in the Read, Write Inc. lesson. This 

is not recorded in the home school reading diary as the teachers record any information from this 

on their lesson plans.  

 Collins Big Cat books are over and above the Read, Write Inc. approach and are for you to share at 

home with your child so that they get lots of reading practice. These are not always shared with the 

teacher every week due to the time involved. However all staff do record in the reading diary when 

they have shared this book in school.  

 Children in Years 2 and 3 have daily guided or whole class reading sessions with a stronger focus 

on comprehension skills, these group books must be brought into school every day as the whole 

weeks work is around these texts. 

 We would ask that all children use the school reading book bags, we have noticed that  the reading 

books are getting very tatty quickly where a reading book bag is not being used.  

 A charge will be made for any books that are not looked after and returned in a state where they 

cannot be used again. 

99 Club 

The 99 Club is an extra-curricular club, run on  a Tuesday lunch 

time, which aims to raise standards in mathematics through encour-

aging pupils to improve their mental calculations when attempting 

quick-fire multiplication and division problems. The idea is that with 

repeated practice, the scheme should result in increased speed and 

confidence when tackling mental maths problems without relying on 

written workings and methods. 

Children start with the 11 Club in which they practise doubling up to 

10. When they get all 11 questions correct in the 11 club they will 

move on to the 22 club. Children can therefore move through the 

programme at their own pace. The programme goes up to the 99 

club in which children have to answer 99 multiplication and division 

questions correctly, unaided and within the allotted time of five 

minutes. Sheets are available to download, on our website, for pupils 

to practise their level at home. You can support your child by finding 

out which level they are working at and helping them to practise the 

relevant times tables. Support with this can also be found under the 

Curriculum section of our website. 
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Dates For Your Diary 

 Monday 7th January—All  pupils to return to school. 

Monday 14th January—Design & Technology themed week 

Tuesday 29th January—Parent Consultation, 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Wednesday 30th January—Parent Consultation, 3.45pm to 6.15pm 

NEW! Tuesday 5th February—NSPCC E-Safety workshop for all parents 9.00am 

NEW! Tuesday 5th February—Year 2 trip to Tamworth Castle 

Tuesday 5th February—E-Safety Inspire Day—parents welcome from 2.00pm (not Year 2) 

NEW! Thursday 7th February—Reception Class Assembly—2.30pm (change of date) 

Wednesday 13th February—Come Dine With Me—Reception and Year 1 

Thursday 14th February—Come Dine With me Year 2 & Year 3 

Friday 15th February  - BREAK UP 

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February—HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Monday 25th February—INSET 

Tuesday 26th February—All pupils to return 

Thursday 7th March—World Book Day 

Monday 11th March– Science Week 

Friday 15th March—RED NOSE DAY fundraising 

Wednesday 27th March—Year 3 Mothers Day assembly—2.30pm 

Tuesday 9th April—9.15 am Early Years Easter Bonnet Parade for parents 

Tuesday 9th April—2.00pm Easter Egg Competition for Years 1, 2 and 3 

Tuesday 9th April—3.15pm Easter Cake Sale fundraiser 

Thursday 11th April—Year 2 Residential parent meeting—3.30pm 

Friday 12th April—BREAK UP 

Monday 15th April to Friday 26h April—EASTER HOLIDAY 
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SUMMER TERM 

Monday 29th April—All pupils to return to school 

Wednesday 1st May—YEAR  2 SATS PERIOD BEGINS 

Monday 6th May—BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 10th May—Sponsored Skip for British Heart Foundation 

Wednesday 22nd May—Year 1 Class Assembly for parents– 2.15pm 

Friday 24th May– BREAK UP 

Monday 27th  May to Friday 31st May– HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd June—All pupils to return, History themed week to begin 

Tuesday 4th June—Reception, Year 1, Year 2 & Year 3—Trip to Black Country Museum 

Friday 7th June—History Inspire Day—parents welcome from 2.00pm 

Monday 10th June—Year 1 Phonics Screening Test begins 

Friday 14th June Year 2 Residential—Beaudesert 

Saturday 15th June—Year 2 Residential—Beaudesert 

Thursday 27th June—Transition Day 

Wednesday 3rd July—Year 2 Class Assembly for parents—2.15pm 

Tuesday 9th July—Early Years and Year 1 Sports Day 

Wednesday 10th July—Year 2 & 3 Sports Day 

Tuesday 16th July—Nursery Graduation—2.15pm 

Tuesday 16th July—Open Evening—3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Wednesday 17th July-Open Evening– 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

Friday 19th July—Break up 

Monday 22nd July—INSET 

 

We will always let you know as far in advance as possible if we have to change 

any dates.  
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Staffing for 2018-19 

Teaching Staff 

Headteacher—Miss Helen Bye 

Deputy Headteacher/Inclusion Manager—Mrs. Sharon Motorny 

Nursery—Miss Yvonne Hughes 

Reception & Early Years Leader—Mrs. Amy Graham 

Year 1—Miss Sally Jones 

Year 2—Miss Alice Le Page 

Year 3—Miss Natalie Burns 

Teaching Assistants: Mrs. Sarah Taylor, Miss Samantha Chittim,  Miss Samantha Malkin, Miss Siobhan McIn-
erney, Miss Bethany Brooks 

Non-Teaching Staff 

Lunchtime Support: Miss Charlotte Jones, Miss Laura Hale, Miss Claire Murphy 

School Business Manager: Miss Karen Dixson 

Administration and Finance Assistant: Mrs. Lisa Suttle 

Premises Team 

Mr. John Shewell with Mrs. Jean Higgs and Mrs. Gill Carthy 

 

Curriculum News 

Each year group has started their new topics for the Spring term. You will re-

ceive topic plans from your class teacher, to show you in more detail, what 

the children will be learning over the coming weeks. 

Our topics this half term are: 

Nursery: Where Does Snow Go? 

Reception: Can I Switch It On? 

Year 1: Moon Zoom! 

Year 2: Towers, Tunnels & Turrets 

Year 3: Mighty Metals 

 Our focus for our Learning Value this half term is:  

‘Remarkable’ 

Our learning values underpin our taught curriculum. This half term we want 

the children to show pride in and recognise their own achievements and tal-

ents. Challenge themselves to be even better, show confidence and be able 

to support others in their learning. 


