
Five Spires Academy   

Newsletter Autumn 2021 

Dear all  

Well, Autumn is upon us and the seasons have changed once again.  

Despite the challenges that we still face with COVID-19, the 

children have settled back into the routines and rhythms of school 

life very well.  Prior to the increase in restrictions, we even 

managed to undertake two school trips; Year 1 visited Rosliston Forestry Centre to support their mini-mission 

‘the Teddy Bears’ Picnic’ and their science learning; Year 6 visited Packington Farm for a team building day 

which they thoroughly enjoyed.  Hopefully, as time goes on and the pandemic eases, we will be able to explore 

more opportunities for our children. 

COVID-19 Local Support Fund  

Staffordshire County Council are once again providing parents of children eligible for Free School Meals with a 

food voucher for this coming half term holiday. This is being funded through SCC COVID Local Support Fund 

and those entitled to receive this voucher will be emailed by school before the end of term. We have been 

advised this will be the last time holiday food vouchers are provided so if you believe your child is eligible for 

Free School Meals, we urge you to make an application online as soon as possible as we may be able to request 

further vouchers for new eligible children. To check your eligibility, complete an online application here. 

School Elections  

One of the first tasks of the school year has been to elect new House Captains, a new School Parliament and 

new Eco-Councillors.  These are important roles and our children have chosen some lovely initiatives to launch.  

School Parliament meets to help make important decisions in order to make our school a better place for the 

children. Children get the chance to influence school decisions and feedback to the SLT. Every year, each class 

chooses one representative for School Parliament. Candidates are voted in democratically. 

 School Parliament Eco Council 

Y1 Lexi P and Dylan R Emily T and Max P 

Y2 Beatrice H and Lewis U Ruben B and Olivia C 

Y3 Oliver M and Harper T Amber H and Teddy D 

Y4 Corey P and Oscar P Oliver R and Scarlett H 

Y5 Izzy S and Syrus G Luke B and Luke C 

Y6 Harrison R and Mia M Millie B and Holly B 

 

School Parliament are focusing on a road safety campaign and Eco-Council will be working on a walk to school 

campaign and ensuring that we turn engines off when dropping off and collecting children to minimise pollution 

from exhaust fumes. 

House King Edward Vii Edward John Smith Samuel Johnson Erasmus Darwin 

Captains Harry D & Isla W Zachary J & Maya M  Emily M & Zachary A  James W & Zander G  

 

Congratulations to all our elected members! 

https://apps2.staffordshire.gov.uk/web/fsmweb/


Wear Red Day 2021 ‘SHOW RACISM THE RED CARD’ This year Five Spires Academy 

celebrates ‘Wear Red Day’ in support of the anti-racism movement. The aim is to show our 

support for anti-racism. On this day the children can come to school in any red colour non-

uniform.  

 

Secondary School Applications  

If you have a child in Year 6 you will be thinking about secondary school 

applications for next year. This is an important decision, and we 

recommend you taking a moment to read these guidelines from SCC: 

Applications opened on 1 September 2021.  

• You are strongly advised to make more than one preference.  

• We recommend you include your catchment area school. There are some schools in Staffordshire who do not 

operate a catchment area within their admission arrangements.  

• Understand the admission arrangements for your preferred school(s) and view further information on how 

places are allocated.  

• Consider how your child will get to school. Very few children are entitled to free or discounted home-to-

school travel assistance.  

• If you are applying for an academy, foundation or voluntary aided school you may need to provide extra 

information or submit a supplementary form 

 

 

 

Primary School Applications for September 2022 

It has only been a few weeks since we welcomed our new Reception children to Five Spires Academy, but 

already we need to think ahead to next September and our upcoming intake for 2022! For those parents who 

may have a child approaching 4 years, or may know of someone looking to visit us, we are pleased to be able to 

offer parents the opportunity to attend one of our 3 Open Evenings throughout the applications window.  

Reception Open Evening for 2022 

• Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th November  

• Monday 22nd November 

 

There are some COVID-19 restrictions in place to ensure everyone’s safety so those intending to visit must 

book in via our school office and there will be a limit on the number of people we can accommodate on each 

Please note that secondary applications will close on 31 October 2021 

Last year there were over 200 late applications. This may have affected the outcome of these 

applications. 

The late application policy will apply to those applications made after the closing date. 
 



date. We look forward to welcoming prospective parents for a tour of the school and a meeting with our Early 

Years Team!  

Parents are advised that primary school applications open on 1 November 2021 and will close on 15 January 

2022. 

 

 

Covid-19 
As you are aware cases of COVID-19 continue to rise in the local area.  At school we are following 

the advice of the Staffordshire public health and local outbreak team. 

 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19  

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from the date 

when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing and this can be arranged via 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.   

 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading  

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19: 

Do 

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

• wash your hands as soon as you get home 

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

 

Further Information 

Further information is available at  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 

In line with Staffordshire guidance, alongside all our hygiene protocols, we continue to minimise unnecessary 

gatherings.  Sadly, this has meant that several events have had to be cancelled or postponed; however, we will 

look to restart these as soon as the advice from Staffordshire changes and the COVID-19 transmission risk is 

reduced. 

Safeguarding & Online Safety Advice 

The Squid Game is increasingly becoming an issue in schools. There is some very good advice from parents to be 

found at: ‘Squid Game’ Trending across Platforms: What Parents Need to Know | National Online Safety 

What is Squid Game?  

Netflix’s Squid Game is set to become the streaming service’s most successful show of 

all time, with huge numbers of viewers taking to social media to discuss each new episode. 

The South Korean thriller features some scenes of fairly brutal violence and is rated 15 

by the BBFC. It follows a group of adults who compete to win innocent-looking playground 

games, but who are killed if they do not succeed at the tasks. 

An unexpected success in terms of viewing figures, Squid Game’s popularity is beginning to spread across 

various online platforms. There has been a slew of content created – ranging from memes to apps – that convey 

Parents receive outcomes on National Offer Day - 18 April 21 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-need-to-know?fbclid=IwAR2nwDLJTXaR203ImY742FhoupyYPzNnuSJjVRZSnlexeHLjwE1jCRdyHos


the violence of the show, so it is important for parents, carers and educators to understand the basis of Squid 

Game and the potential risks to young people who might be exposed to it. 

What are the hazards for children? 

Squid Game’s 15 rating has not prevented clips and images from the show being uploaded onto social media sites 

such as TikTok, with the #SquidGame hashtag being viewed more than 22.8 billion times. There have been 

reports of children who have accounts on these platforms inadvertently viewing gory, explicit scenes from the 

programme, and parents and carers should be mindful of the prevalence of these uploads.  

The popularity of the programme has also led to online challenges based on various scenes, which see people 

taking part in seemingly innocent children’s games. On the show, however, characters are executed if they fail 

in the game – and videos of people pretending to kill each other after competing in Squid Game-style contests 

are going viral on social media, where they are easily accessible to children. 

What is the Squid Game Challenge app? 

Squid Game Challenge (also known as K-Game Challenge) is an app for smartphones and tablets that has been 

released for Android and iOs, and the two systems differ significantly on their age ratings for the game. The 

iTunes Store rates the app as 12+ (advising of “mild/infrequent horror/fear themes”), while the PEGI rating for 

Android is just 3+, which means that very young children might be able to download and play the game even with 

parental controls activated on their device or through Google Play. 

The gameplay is frequently interrupted by pop-ups and ads (sometimes appearing while the user is rapidly 

tapping their screen while attempting to complete the challenge). This could easily lead to unwanted purchases 

or accidental visits to inappropriate sites beyond the app. 

What can trusted adults do? 

As a parent or carer, keep a watchful eye on the content that your children are viewing. Speak to them openly 

and chat about how they have been spending time on their devices; let them ask questions, too. Ensure that the 

parental controls are activated on your child’s device and that age-restricted child profiles are properly set up 

any on-demand services available through the family TV (such as Netflix, in this case) to prevent inappropriate 

content being streamed. 

If you see your child replicating the challenges from the show or hear them talking about scenes and 

characters from Squid Game, it would be a timely opportunity to discuss with them that the programme is not 

intended for children, that much of the content would be inappropriate for their age, and that the violence in 

the series is very realistic and often upsetting. 

Once again, we enclose information from Netangel; a brilliant 

source of information for parents with easy to navigate videos 

and guides. Please do explore these as they are invaluable.  Thank 

you to Netangel for sharing these with us and our community. 

 

Poppy Appeal 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal will be running again this year. Poppies will be on sale 

after half term to raise valuable funds for veterans.  Suggested donation ranges from 50p to 

a £1 and there will be a variety of items on sale ranging from the poppy itself to badges, 

pencils, rubbers and snap bands. 



PTFA Halloween Pumpkin Competition 

What a wonderful array of pumpkins we received for this year’s Halloween pumpkin 

competition, arranged by the PTFA. Thank you to all the children who took part; the 

pumpkins have been a source of great curiosity and delight for every child (and adult!) who 

entered the hall - we have been truly amazed by the creativity and talent.  

 

Congratulations to our winners and thank you to the PTFA for organising the event. 

 

PTFA News 

Pumpkin Competition 

Thank you to all our pumpkin artists, you excelled yourself as always, whilst raising more money for our school, 

but there could only be 1 winner ...well 8 actually!  

*Drumroll please* 

Pumpkin Competition Winners 

Nursery Lilian  

Reception Mila  

Year 1 Evelyn  

Year 2 Ruben  

Year 3 Harper  

Year 4 Charlotte  

Year 5 Connie  

Year 6 Harrison  

 

Harvest Donations 

Although COVID-19 measures prevented us from watching our children perform in the Harvest Festival that 

they have been hard at work practising (thank you to 

all teaching staff), it was a treat to watch the 

uploaded videos and share in their excitement. 

However, Harvest is also a time to reflect and give 

back to the community and boy did you do that well. 

The Lichfield Food Bank (official certificate to 

come) have been in contact to say that our donations 

have equated to just over 300 meals collected! A 

fantastic result! 

 

Spooky Spectacular 

Halloween Costumes sales were as popular as ever this year, raising £115. We hope the children have fun 

dressing up over half term. 



Xmas Cards 

This year the creative juices are flowing as the children have been creating their own Christmas Card designs. 

Always a popular gift with family, you can guarantee that Granny Edna will be smitten with her new card/mug 

and it will be the talk of the nursing home. Proof cards of the designs will be sent home in November for you to 

place your orders online for delivery in plenty of time for the big day. 

TrimTrail 

Coming soon! :) – supply and delivery issues have slightly delayed the trim trail but watch this space! 

Bag2School Collection 

Thankyou everyone that trudged in like Santa Claus this month, laden with heavy sacks of clothing. We even 

spotted a very entrepreneurial mode of transport - a festival wagon! Another £57 raised. 

Fayres & social events 

As you can imagine, we are currently very restricted in what we as a PTFA/school can do on a social level and, 

until restrictions ease, we will have to delay all fayres and discos. However, rest assured we want them to take 

place as much as the teachers and you do! In the meanwhile, we thank you for your patience and continued 

support and don't forget that you can support us with no personal expense to yourselves by doing your regular 

online shopping through both Amazonsmile and Easyfundraising :) 

Your PTFA, 

Amanda, Gemma, Paul, Hanh, Phillippa and Helen 

 

A Final Word 

Finally, have a restful and safe half-term break.  Don’t forget Monday 1st November is an INSET day - we look 

forward to seeing you on Tuesday 2nd November. 

Best wishes, 

Diane Raftery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diary Dates (2021 -2022) 

Please note that these dates will be updated from time to time and may be subject to change. 
 

Autumn Term 2021 

SEPTEMBER 2021  

Wednesday 2nd September: INSET Day 

Thursday 3rd September: INSET Day 

Friday 3rd September: School opens to pupils  

Wednesday 22nd September: Phonics Parent Workshop for EYFS & Year 1 parents 

Thursday 23rd September: Y6 Team Building Day – Packington Farm 

 

OCTOBER 2021  

Black History Month 

International Walk to School Month 

Monday 11th October: World Mental Health Day  

Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st October: Parent Consultations 

Thursday 21st October: School Photograph Day (Tempest) 

Friday 22nd October: Wear Red – Anti-Racism Day 

Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October: HALF TERM  

  

NOVEMBER 2021  

Enterprise Week 

Monday 1st November – INSET Day 

Tuesday 2nd November – Flu immunisation team in school 

Tuesday 2nd November – School opens to pupils 

Sunday 14th November – Remembrance Sunday 

Monday 15th November – World Diabetes Day 

15th to 19th November Anti-Bullying Week 

 

DECEMBER 2021 

**All dates and performances this month will be dependent on local and national COVID-19 guidance and restrictions and might 
be subject to change or cancellation. 

Monday 6th December: Mince Pie Mice (Reception and KS1) – children watching a pantomime (tbc)  

Thursday 9th December: Christmas Fayre 3.30pm-6.00pm (tbc) 

Monday 13th Morning Performance EYFS/KS1 Christmas Play 9.30am & 2.00pm (tbc) 

Tuesday 14th December Morning Performance EYFS/KS1 Play 9.30am (tbc) 

Wednesday 15th December: Christmas Carol Performance 9.30am & 2.00pm (tbc) 



Thursday 16th December Christmas Carol Service KS2 am 2.00pm (tbc) 

Friday 17th December: Christmas Dinner & Party Day 

Friday 17th December: Autumn Term Ends 

Monday 20th December to Monday 3rd January: CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY (Tuesday 4th Jan = INSET) 

 

Spring Term 2022 

JANUARY 2022 

Tuesday 11th January: Parent Workshop Y4 - Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) 

Thursday 20th January: Y6 SATS Parent Workshop 

Thursday 27th January: Y2 SATS Parent Workshop 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 

Monday 14th to Thursday 17th February: Scholastic Book Fair in school 

Wednesday 16th February & Thursday 17th February: Parent Consultations 

Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February: HALF TERM 

 

MARCH 2022 

Thursday 3rd March: World Book Dress Up Day at school 

Monday 28th March to 31st March: School celebrates British Science Week 

 

APRIL 2022 

Tuesday 5th April: Parent Workshop for the Year 6 Residential 

Monday 11th April to Monday 2nd May: EASTER HOLIDAY incl. Bank Holiday 

 

Summer Term 2022 

MAY 2022 

Throughout May: Year 2 SATS month 

Monday 9th May to Thursday 12th May: Year 6 SATS 

Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June: HALF TERM 

 

JUNE 2022 

**All sports day events will be dependent on COVID-19 guidance and restrictions and might be subject to change or cancellation. 

Monday 6th June: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Week (including Y2 retakes) 

Monday 19th June: Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check opens  

Tuesday 14th June: EYFS Sports Day (pm) 

Wednesday 15th June: KS1 Sports Day (pm) 



Wednesday 22nd June: KS2 Sports Day (pm) 

 

JULY 2022 

Friday 8th July: School Reports out 

Friday 15th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly 

Friday 15th July: Y6 Prom 

Monday 18th to Wednesday 20th July: Y6 Residential – Laches Wood 

 


