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NEWSLETT ER  

Summer 2 

June 2021 

Dear families,  

Well we made it!  What a year it has been.  It has been humbling to watch the children 

overcome every challenge with a smile. Thank you as always to our wonderful staff who 

have worked tirelessly and for the support our parent community has shown us. It is truly 

appreciated.  

Summer 2021 

This final term has been very busy indeed and there have been some lovely opportunities 

for our children. 

Children’s Author & Illustrator - Nick Sharratt 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their time with the 

inspirational author and illustrator Nick Sharratt. 

The children were able to ask Nick questions about 

his career, his books, and illustrations. During the 

workshop Nick taught the children some drawing 

techniques and modelled how to sketch one of the 

characters from his own books. Thank you to the 

PTFA for kindly funding this event – the children and staff absolutely loved this enriching 

experience.  

Other experiences that we have been able to go ahead with, despite the challenges of 

COVID-19 have included: trips to Packington Farm, African Drumming, a Toy Workshop Visit 

and the Animal Man. 

The Pandemic 

Across the year we have had to take difficult decisions and it was with a heavy heart that 

Sports Day Events were undertaken without our parents. However, the children threw 

themselves into their sporting events with gusto and thoroughly enjoyed it. 

SEN Updates 

Dyslexia Awareness 

We are delighted to inform you that all of our staff have now completed dyslexia awareness 

training, helping us to spot, support and empower dyslexic children within our school 

community. 
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Transition support 

Pupil profile Review meetings, for pupils with SEND, will be taking place over the next two 

weeks. This is a time to review what has worked well for your child and share any new 

information to help us best support your child next year.  

Coping with Summer Holidays 

We know that for some children, lots of unstructured time can be difficult so here are some 

tips to help support your child over the summer: 

• Make a plan – draw up a list of activities that everyone wants to do. Try to keep it simple 

and local; a bus ride, a visit to the park, playing in the garden, making biscuits. 

• Keep informed – check Staffordshire council’s website for ideas of what’s going on in 

your local area. Investigate local groups’ websites for support: National Autistic Society 

or Mencap. 

• Create a calendar – Create a weekly calendar that fits your family’s lifestyle and routines 

so everyone can see what is coming up. You could set out a daily plan with tasks list and 

mealtimes if you think it may help your child. 

• Ask for help – everybody needs support. Talk to family and friends to help plan ahead. 

Remember time for yourself – could grandparents babysit occasionally? Or maybe 

friends could organise a sleepover? 

• You know your child best – Check facilities of attractions before you go and try to avoid 

triggers situations. Have a distraction ready or be prepared to call it a day and revert to 

something tried and tested that you know your child enjoys and feels safe. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 

This summer we will once again be launching the summer reading challenge. This year’s 

theme is ‘Wild World Heroes’ and will be available 

online and in our local library. 

Summer Reading Challenge have teamed up with the 

WWF for a very special nature-themed challenge that 

will inspire our children to stand up for the planet and 

make a difference to the environment! 

Wild World Heroes will feature amazing books, 

awesome rewards, and plenty of ideas for taking care 

of our environment. 

The children will shortly be having the Summer Reading Challenge launch in school so watch 

this space for further details! 

 

 

 



3 
 

Say ‘no’ to Racism  

At Five Spires Academy we continue to promote anti-racism and prioritise race equality 

within our school.  We take a zero-tolerance view to racism.  

With this in mind, we are inviting our children to take part in an anti-racism competition. 

Details to be sent out shortly. 

Road Safety – Cherry Orchard patrols and staggered starts 

We have been working closely with Staffordshire County Council and our neighbouring 

schools to address the congestion on Cherry Orchard and some of the safety issues that 

have been giving us concern. Further information will be coming out to parents from us so 

please watch this space. 

In the meantime, here are some important safety measures: 

• Please ensure that you and your children are using the patrols provided to cross the 

road: this is important learning for young people. 

• Ensure that when dropping off, children are let out onto the path side of the road, 

rather into the road itself. 

• Please do not undertake 3-point turns or U-turns in the road – this is a real safety 

hazard for children and families crossing, as well as other vehicles. 
 

We appreciate your support.  
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Online Safety – Helping Children to Navigate the Digital World 

Never has it been more important to help our children navigate the digital world.  The 

online world opens up so many opportunities for our young people, but by the same token, 

there are many unwanted and sometimes dangerous aspects.   

Children regularly use different websites and apps from those that we use as parents and 

adults; it can feel extremely difficult to keep up with our children in this ever-changing 

digital world. 

Reassuringly, there are some key tools that we can use to help keep our children safe 

online.  

• Set up parental controls and filters through internet providers and devices. 

• Supervise your children whilst online. 

• Set up a family space where children are visible to you when online. 

• Disable chat boxes. 

• Ensure children know what to do and who to talk to when something or someone 

worries them.  Encourage them to seek adult support to report this. 

• Talk to your child about what they think is normal online and what behaviour and 

language to expect from others and from themselves. 

• Encourage them to think critically and question what they see online. Discuss which 

sites can be trusted as well as what is ‘fake’ and might be a ‘scam. 

• Help children to develop a healthy suspicion of whether people are who they say 

they are.   

• For older children, show them how to report any worrying behaviour they see online 

– for example through Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) or the 

Internet Watch Foundation. 

Internet Matters has a good video to help parents how to protect children in the digital 

world, how to report harmful content and to develop skills for healthy screen time. 

Online safety - Parents Protect learning module 6 - YouTube 

Digital Resilience Toolkit 

Internetmatters.org has created a number of age-specific resources to help young people 
build up their understanding of the online world, create a safe space for them to explore, 
adjust to new challenges they may face when getting their own smartphone or joining a 
social network for the first time through to forming their online identity and consuming 
more online information: there is a Toolkit for supporting 6 - 10 year olds on this website. 
 

Net Angel 

Netangel is an online advice platform set up by two 

parents at Five Spires Academy who are passionate about 

supporting parents and guardians, who wish to look after 

their children’s digital well-being, along with keeping children safe online. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81aKC1owwAY&feature=emb_imp_woyt
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They provide virtual step by step ‘How to Guides’ on the set up of parental controls on 

trending Apps, Smart Devices and Game Consoles.  

The methodology when designing the tutorials is that they are designed for parents by 

parents. The layout considers the different levels of confidence guardians have and our 

structure ensures they are easy to navigate, no matter the age or experience of the viewer. 

They have teamed up with Barnados to support parents and to help prevent exploitation of 

our children. They provide key information on trending apps and games such as:  

• Fortnite 

• Roblox 

• Youtube 

• Facebook 

• Instagram 

• Skype 

• Tik Tok 

• Cunchline cronicles 

• Snapchat 

We will be sending out a copy of their digital newsletter as we think this is a first-rate 

support system for parents, and thank them sincerely for their support in this matter. 

For more information go to: info@netangel.orgNetangel.org            YouTube : Netangel Channel 
 

A final word… 

We have many wonderful experiences in store for the children as life begins to slowly open 

up again.  I have every faith that our children will continue to thrive; I am proud of 

everything the children, families and staff have achieved in 2020/2021, and I look forward to 

the new academic year with excitement.  

On behalf of all the staff and I, we wish you a wonderful, joyful and safe summer.  

Best Wishes, 

 

Diane Raftery 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@netangel.org
http://www.netangel.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWv7GH8nOobLBgVLPmJu63w
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2021/22 Staffing Structure 

We are pleased to be able to announce next year’s teaching staff.    

 

Nursery: Mrs Yvonne Hughes 

Reception: Mrs Rebecca Preston 

Year 1: Mrs Sally Jones & Mrs Sharon Motorny 

Year 2: Mrs Amy Graham 

Year 3: Miss Amy Wall 

Year 4: Miss Rebecca Marfell 

Year 5: Mrs Charlotte Downie 

Year 6: Miss Shevaun Bentley 

 

Welcome 

We are delighted to announce a new addition to our Five Spires teaching team.  Miss Amy 

Wall is joining the team in September 2021 as our new Year 3 class teacher.  

Miss Wall has been working in Year 3 at a large primary school in Walsall – she is thrilled to 

be joining Five Spires Academy and we are looking forward to welcoming her.  

Our teaching support team is also expanding, and we are excited to welcome two new staff 

members: 

• Mrs Emma Morgan who will be supporting UKS2 

• Mr Ben Colley who will be supporting LKS2 

 

2021/22 Teaching Support Staff Team 

Nursery: Miss Sarah Taylor 

Reception: Miss Cherie Lockley 

KS1: Miss Sammy Chittim & Mrs Rachel Tole 

Lower KS2: Mr Ben Colley & Miss Samantha Malkin 

Upper KS2: Mrs Tracy Lisseter (Learning Mentor) & Mrs Emma Morgan   
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Thank You and Goodbye 

This term we say a huge thank you and goodbye to Siobhan McInerney who has worked at 

Five Spires over the last five years. We are sorry to see her go and wish her all the best for 

the future. 

A massive thank you as well to Miss Kipps who has ably taught in our Year 1 class this year 

whilst Miss Jones has been on maternity leave. She has become a valued member of the 

team and we wish her all the best. 

 

Transition Day 

There will be a transition day on Friday 2nd July where children will get to spend time in 

their new classrooms and with their new class teacher.  This is an opportunity to undertake 

some work to ensure the children feel happy and confident for their move to the next year 

group.  This forms part of a wider transition plan within school and staff will receive detailed 

information from current staff and the SENCO to ensure they understand what children will 

need. Staff are looking forward to getting to know your child and are excited about next 

year.  
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Dates for the Diary 

Summer Term 2021 

JULY 2021 

Friday 2nd July: Transition Day with new class teacher 

Friday 9th July: School Reports sent out 

Tuesday 20th July: Term Ends for pupils 

Wednesday 21st July: INSET day for staff 

 

Autumn Term 2021 

SEPTEMBER 2021  

Wednesday 2nd September: INSET Day 

Thursday 3rd September: INSET Day 

Friday 3rd September: School opens to pupils  

Wednesday 22nd September: Phonics Parent Workshop for EYFS & Year 1 parents 

 

OCTOBER 2021  

Black History Month 

International Walk to School Month 

Monday 11th October: World Mental Health Day  

Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st October: Parent Consultations 

Thursday 21st October: School Photograph Day (Tempest) 

Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October: HALF TERM  

  

NOVEMBER 2021  

Enterprise Week 

Monday 1st November – INSET Day 

Tuesday 2nd November – School opens to pupils 

Monday 15th November – World Diabetes Day 

15th to 19th November Anti-Bullying Week 
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DECEMBER 2021 

**All dates and performances will be dependent on COVID-19 guidance and restrictions and might be subject to cancellation. 

Monday 13th Morning Performance EYFS/KS1 Christmas Play 9.30am & 2.00pm (times tbc) 

Tuesday 14th December Morning Performance EYFS/KS1 Play 9.30am (times tbc) 

Wednesday 15th December: Christmas Carol Performance 9.30am & 2.00pm (times tbc) 

Thursday 16th December Christmas Carol Service KS2 am 2.00pm (times tbc) 

Friday 17th December: Christmas Dinner & Party Day 

Friday 17th December: Autumn Term Ends 

 

Spring Term 2022 

JANUARY 2021 

Thursday 20th January Y6 SATS Parent Workshop 

Thursday 27th January Y6 SATS Parent Workshop 

Further dates to be confirmed. 
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PTFA 

Our wonderful PTFA have once again worked tirelessly this year 

supporting school in a multitude of ways, adapting to the challenges 

that the pandemic has thrown at all of us. 

We are enormously grateful for the hard work that the team put in and for the money they 

have raise, contributing to exciting projects around school as well as ensuring additional 

resources for our children. 

Contributions this year (amongst others) have included money towards: 

• A new Trim Trail (watch this space – coming September 2021!) 

• Books for class libraries 

• Funding for Nick Sharratt author and illustrator to lead a whole 

school workshop with our children 

• Additional I-Pads for learning 

• A new home for our two new rescue hedgehogs, camera as well as 

resources for food and drink 

PTFA Newsletter & Updates 

The PTFA would like to welcome our new parents (as well as thank those existing parents 

whom we’ve seen from afar behind masks this past year!)  It has been a tough one and we 

feel hopeful that the new academic year will bring a lot more merriment and exciting 

fundraising possibilities. 

COMING UP! 

Rainbow day, 9th July 2021 

A colourful celebration of diversity! Come in your loudest and most cheerful colours (non-

uniform) as we celebrate all our differences that make the Five Spires school the inclusive 

and welcoming school that it is. Suggested donation of £1 

 

Other initiatives include:  

• 100 Club 

• Fundraising  

• Reminder to use Amazon Smile  

• Committee members 

• How to get involved 
 

‘100 Club’ 

100 Club is our very own lottery with proceeds split between the school and monthly prize winners. 

There have been some very successful wins to date, but we still have plenty of numbers available. 

Please fill out the attached form if you wish to join.  
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Fundraising 

With your support, the PTFA have raised over £21,000 since the school’s opening and this has 

provided some incredible resources for our children.  These include: a donation toward the new 

TrimTrail, Sports equipment, a table tennis table, iPads, a music trolley boasting a huge variety of 

instruments, history and RE artefacts, ReadWriteInc. books and coding robots. It has also paid for 

author visits, teacher-led curriculum projects and our stage.   

I am delighted to say that the latest fundraiser, the TrimTrail, is on order and will be with us in the 

second week of this new academic year.  

We are grateful for your support at the events we have held so far but with mass gatherings having 

been impractical this past year, we would love you to please support our school in other ways. Here 

are some quick and easy ways you can do this with instructions for accessing each, listed below:  

1) ‘Easy Fundraising’ 

Available through the website using browsers Chrome, Safari, Firefox and Edge, as well as a mobile 

app, it sends donations to our school at no extra expense to yourself.  Each time you shop online at 

one of the many qualifying retailers (which range from car insurance, to booking.com to clothing 

stores) the site donates to the school, even when purchasing sale items. After registering, download 

the ‘donation reminder’ widget and you’ll never miss a donation opportunity. Easypeasy!  

To sign up, please follow the referral link below. They are offering a £5 bonus for our cause plus a £5 

shopping voucher for each new member that joins with the link below: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fivespiresptfa/?invite=8jvigd&referral-campaign=s2s 

 

2) ‘Amazon Smile’  

Amazon Smile is Amazon’s charity sister-site.  It works exactly the same way as the main site but you 

specify a chosen charity and each time you make a purchase, Amazon donate a percentage of their 

profits to that cause, at no extra expense to yourself. By selecting ‘Five Spires Academy Ptfa’ you 

will be helping us to buy more resources for the school each time you shop.  Double whammy alert! 

If you shop on Amazon Smile and have Easy Fundraising set up on your device, you should get two 

donations for the school in one shop! (Details to follow from the school office shortly) 

How to get involved 
We love to welcome new members – it is a great way to get to know other parents and families and 

is a lovely way to support our children and the school. 

When your child(ren) joined the school you automatically became a member of the PTFA and all are 

welcome to sit in upon our meetings. The next meeting will be confirmed soon. Details to follow. 

Please speak to the current PTFA Committee if you have any fundraising ideas or if you are 

interested in signing up as we are always on the lookout for extra members to bounce ideas around. 

By being on the PTFA committee you can help influence the future of the school and it takes as much 

or as little commitment as you wish to give.  

We are a friendly bunch and from September 2021 can be found in: 

Amanda Jackson Chair Y1 and Y5 

Gemma McKain  Deputy Y3 and Y6 

Helen Hicks  Communications Officer Reception & Y2 

Philippa Burrows  Finance Officer Y1  and Nursery 

Hanh Hodgson  Social Secretary Y1 and Y3 

Paul Stephen Secretary Y4 and Y5 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fivespiresptfa/?invite=8jvigd&referral-campaign=s2s

