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Wednesday 4h September 2019  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that you and your children had an enjoyable summer 
holiday and feel refreshed and ready for the new term. A 
special welcome to the new families starting this term. I do 
hope that your first days with the school are happy ones, and 
that your children settle in quickly.  
 
The class teachers leading learning in each classroom are as 
follows: 
 
Teaching Staff  
Nursery: Miss Yvonne Hughes  
Reception: Miss Alice Le Page  
Year 1: Miss Sally Jones  
Year 2: Mrs Amy Graham  
Year 3: Miss Natalie Burns  
Year 4: Mrs Charlotte Downie   
 
 
Uniform 
What a beautiful sea of blue today; thank you for all your 
efforts in ensuring that your child was well-prepared for their 
first school day. I would recommend that children with long 
hair have it tied back. Studs rather than earrings should be 
worn. Trousers should be grey/black. Socks should be black, 
white or grey. Everyday school shoes should be black. PE kit 
should be worn for all PE lessons, and should be in school 
every day. Tracksuits may be worn for winter games. We 
suggest that trainers are appropriate for the outdoor 
activities.  
 
Punctuality and Attendance 
As usual, it is worth emphasising that the school doors open 
at 8.40 a.m. ready for an 8.45 a.m. start. Children arriving 
after 8:55 a.m. will be recorded as late. Please note that the 
children begin their learning the moment they walk into their 
class. 
Please be aware that fixed penalty notices will now be issued 
to parents of any child taking holidays in term time or who are 
persistently absent (Below 90%). 
Please note that punctuality and attendance is monitored 
daily by ALL staff and parents will be invited into the school 
for a formal meeting should there be any cause for concern 
regarding any of the above.  
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Please look out for a letter given to the children by the end of next week which will indicate 
when and what clubs will be starting. We actively encourage all children to sign up to take 
part in extra-curricular clubs to widen the children’s experience of school. This is a great 
way for children to learn a new skill and even make friends with other children in the wider 
school. Clubs will be signed up to on a first come, first served basis. There is an expectation 
for your child to attend every weekly session and if your child is to miss more than 2 
sessions, we will provide this space to another child on the waiting list instead.  
 
 
Wrap Around Care – Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club opens at 7:45am and is available until 8.45am for school pupils (this changes 
to 8.30am for nursery pupils). Breakfast Club offers healthy cereals, porridge and 
wholemeal toast as well as fruit, fruit juice and milk.  

- £3.60 per child  
- £2.60 per nursery child (reduced time) 
- Free to pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium 

 
 
After School Club 
The after-school club takes place in our hall. The club provides a healthy snack and drink to 
pupils and has a wide variety of play-based activities. This facility is available from 3.15pm 
until 6.00pm and the cost is as follows-: 
 

- £4.80 for the first hour or any part of (3.15-4.14pm)  
- £1.20 for each additional 15 minutes, resulting in a maximum fee of £13.20 per 

session 
 
Please speak to the office for further details about wrap around care and booking 
information. 
 
School Lunches – Y3 & Y4 
 

This will be the first year some of you will be paying for your child’s school lunch.  The cost 
of a school lunch is £2.30. 
 
We expect all school lunch accounts to be kept in credit.  If you are in receipt of certain 
benefits, you may be entitled to free school meals, please ask in the school office for an 
application form if you think that this may be the case. Please note that you are not able to 
use childcare vouchers to pay for school lunches or trips.  If you decide that you wold rather 
send in a packed lunch, please remember that this needs to be in a named plastic box.   
Children should not be bringing in sweets, crisps or fizzy drinks for their lunch as we 
promote a healthy eating approach – we appreciate your support with this. 
 
Website and Letters 
I am very pleased to inform you that all letters sent out to parents will automatically be 
downloaded onto the schools’ website, the app, as well as a paper copy available from the 
front office.  
 
Additionally, there is now going to be an upcoming events box on the home page of the 
website. I hope that this will also help keep parents informed of key dates for your diary. 
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Website and Letters… 
The school website address is: https://www.fivepiresacademy.co.uk 
Look out for news updates on Twitter:@5SpiresAcademy 
 
Communication & Class Dojo 
At Five Spires we use the popular Class Dojo system to reward pupils for their efforts and 
to create a positive culture.  This is a wonderful way for your children to be able to share 
and showcase their achievements with you at home.  I do want to kindly ask that parents 
do not use this tool to communicate with teachers about other issues.  If you do wish to 
speak to a teacher, please make an appointment at the office and teachers and staff will 
gladly be able to help you. 
 
Curriculum Workshops & Meet the Teacher  
We would like to invite parents in to visit the classroom and meet the new class teacher 
and find out about the year ahead.  These will take place after school. 
The dates for the meetings are as follows: 

 EYFS (Nursery & Reception)- Wednesday 25th September 2019 at 3.30pm 

 Y1 – Wednesday 2nd October 2019 at 3.30pm 

 Y2 - Wednesday 2nd October 2019 at 4.30pm 

 Y3 - Wednesday 9th October 2019at 3.30pm 

 Y4 - Wednesday 9th October 2019 at 4.30pm 
 
If you are unable to make the meeting, copies of the presentation will be available the 
following day from the office. 
 
MacMillan Coffee Afternoon Invite 
Our first coffee afternoon will take place on Friday 27th September at 2.30 p.m. Please 
collect your children at the usual time and if you wish they too can you join you for 
refreshments after school. It’s a time for everyone to get to know one another whilst 
enjoying coffee and cake and supporting a great cause. 
 
Finally, homework, home readers and club lists will be made available by the end of next 
week.  We ask that you support your children to please ensure that they bring in their 
reading book and book bag each day.  
 
 
Changes to assemblies 
Assemblies will take place on a Tuesday and Wednesday. Tuesday will be a themed 
assembly around PSHE/British Values; Wednesday will be a singing assembly and Friday is 
a celebration assembly. 
 
Inspire Days & Parental Involvement 
As before, we are pleased to continue our ‘Inspire’ days where parents and guardians are 
invited in to join us here in school for special activities or events.  Please look out for dates 
of these across the year on the website and via letters and texts. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fivepiresacademy.co.uk/
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Who’s Who 
At Five Spires we aim to serve the parents and guardians as well as the children. Therefore, 
if you do have any concerns or queries then please do speak to the class teacher in the first 
instance.  If you would like to speak to a member of the Leadership Team, the contacts in 
school are:  
 

- For children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 this will be Mrs Graham 
(EYFS/KS1 Lead).  

- Deputy Headteacher/Inclusion Manager: Mrs Sharon Motorny  
- Headteacher: Mrs Diane Raftery 

 
Appointments for these staff can be made at the office. If once doing this, you feel a 
situation has not been resolved, please make an appointment to see me.  
 
Goodbyes & Welcomes 
This term we have said a fond farewell to Karen Dixson the School Business Manager.  Karen 
has been part of the team since the school opened its doors in 2015.  We would like to 
thank her for all her hard work and I’m sure you will join me in wishing her well for the 
future. 
 
 
We now welcome Maria Barnard and Marion Chimenes to the role of School Business 
Manager. Both will be supporting Five Spires in the Autumn Term. From January, Maria 
Barnard will be joining us full time. 
 
We also welcome new support staff to the team: 

 Tracey Lisseter – Learning Mentor 

 Cherie Lockley – TA (Reception/Year 4) 

 Rachel Tole – TA (Reception) 

 Rebecca Marfell – (Student Y4) 
 
I look forward to working collaboratively with you and am truly excited about what the 
academic year of 2019 – 2020 will bring. 
 
Warmest Wishes, 
 
 
 
Diane Raftery 
Executive Head Teacher  
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 Diary Dates 

18th September – Read Write inc. Parent Workshop (EYFS & Year 1 parents) at 3.30pm 

25th September – EYFS Curriculum & Meet the Teacher Workshop at 3.30pm 

27th September – Macmillan Coffee Afternoon at 2.30pm – all welcome 

1st October – Harvest Festival (all donations welcome) 

2nd October – Year 1 Curriculum & Meet the Teacher Workshop at 3.30pm 

2nd October – Year 2 Curriculum & Meet the Teacher Workshop at 4.30pm 

9th October – Year 3 Curriculum & Meet the Teacher Workshop at 3.30pm 

9th October – Year 4 Curriculum & Meet the Teacher Workshop at 4.30pm 

10th October – Year 3 Trip to Conkers 

12th October – Prospective parents for 2020 – open morning at 10am 

18th October – Year 3 Class Assembly at 2.15pm 

22nd October – Roman Classroom Experience  

22nd October – Parent Consultations 3.30 – 5.00pm 

23rd October – Parent Consultations 4.30 – 6.00pm 

25th October – Last day of Autumn 1 term  

w/c 28th October – HALF TERM 

4th November – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

5th November – Children return to school 

6th November – School photographs 

7th November – Maths Parent Workshop – all year groups at 3.30pm 

11th November – ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

14th November – Immunisations 

21st November – Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar Parent Workshop Y1-Y6 at 3.30pm 

6th December – Christmas Inspire Workshop from 1.15pm – all parents welcome 

11th December – EYFS Christmas Play 9.15am 

12th December – KS1 Christmas Play 9.15am    

12th December - EYFS Christmas Play 2pm 

13th December – KS1 Christmas Play 2pm 

19th December – KS2 Carol Service 2pm (Y3/Y4) 

20th December – Christmas Party Day & last day of term. 

21st December – CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

6TH January 2020 – INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

7th January 2020 – Children return to school for Spring Term 


