
 

 

 

   

Reception  
  Knowledge Organiser 

Key Vocabulary  

 

Children will become a...

who can listen carefully in different situations, hold a conversation with friends and 

adults, ask relevant questions and use new vocabulary to explain ideas and feelings. 

who can help to look after their community and care for the environment, know some 

reasons why Cornwall is special, have an awareness of other people’s cultures and     

beliefs. 

who can hold a pencil effectively, use a range of tools (for example scissors, cutlery, 

paintbrushes, tweezers, hammer, screwdrivers) safely and with confidence. 

who can show a love for reading, use new vocabulary to talk about what they have 

read or has been read to them, read words and simple sentences (using single sounds 

and digraphs they have learnt). 

 Celebrate/celebration 

 Chinese New Year  

 Winter/spring/season 

 Past/present/now/then 

 Timeline/history/a long time ago 

 Prehistoric/extinct 

 Animal/dinosaur/living/non-living 

 Herbivore/carnivore/omnivore  

 Animal/reptile/bird/mammal/
animal/fish/amphibians 

 Research/investigate 

 Marry Anning/Palaeontologist/fossil 

 Experiment/test  

During this topic children will explore the past by looking at their own timeline and then the                 
timeline of dinosaurs. They will research important people from the past and use new vocabulary 

linked to dinosaurs. They will investigate different animals that roam the planet now and in the past. 
They will develop their knowledge of rhyme and play games to support their understanding. They 

will gain a first-hand experience of the change in seasons and important celebrations.  



 

Books to read at home 

 

Possible tasks and discussion points 

 

 Look at family photographs and talk about how 
members of the family have changed. Use                      
vocabulary such as ‘a long time ago’, ‘present’, 
‘past’, ’different’, ‘same’ 

 Research a favourite dinosaur and create a fact 
file. What did it eat? How big was it? 

 Visit a museum and look at dinosaur artefacts. 

 Read dinosaur themed stories and act out the          
stories. 

 Collect sticks and create a life sized dinosaur. 

 Make your own game, for example dinosaur snap, 
a dinosaur memory game or a dinosaur board 
game with numbers to 10. 

 Research different volcanos and find out which 
volcano had the biggest eruption. 

 Investigate how dinosaurs became extinct.  

 Research Mary Anning and Lyme Regis. What             
important fossils did she discover?  

Fossil Salt Dough 
• 1 cup salt 
• 2 cups flour 
• 3/4 cup water 

Games and Music 

 Play the ‘floor is lava’ 

 Sing The Dinosaur Song (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=x4dG7oPvXNw) Can you perform the song to 
your family?  

 Move like a dinosaur (stomp, munch, roar etc)  


